Name __________________________    

KEEP THIS ALL YEAR!


Overland Trail Science – LAB REPORT FORMAT

ALL LAB REPORTS SHOULD BE DONE IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER.

· All lab reports must be written in pencil only.

· Label all parts of your lab report and make sure that the correct sequence is followed.  

· Data tables and charts should be constructed using a ruler or any straight edge and inserted into the correct order of the report.

· Reports should hand written with a pencil.  You may use bright colors for labels or highlights only.

· Report should be written in a THIRD person professional voice. 

TITLE:

Develop a creative title.  Use the title as a header on all pages of the lab.

INTRODUCTION:

Starts with the “big picture” or overall concept explaining how this relates to curriculum; convey the importance of the lab by including information discussed in class. 

QUESTION/PROBLEM:

What exactly are you trying to find out?  What do you want answered or solved?

PURPOSE:

Explain why you are doing this experiment/lab. For example; to see, observe, learn, find out etc. 

HYPOTHESIS
What do you think your results will be and why. Must be written in “If…, then… because format”

MATERIALS

List (no full sentences in this part) ALL of the materials including equipment used to perform the experiment.  Include units and quantities whenever possible.

VARIABLES

Specify your independent (manipulated) variable and dependent (responding) variables.  State what constants were used and/or maintained during the experiment. 
PROCEDURE

In YOUR OWN WORDS, briefly describe what you did.  Your steps must be numbered (in order of what you did first, second, etc.).  

DATA/OBSERVATIONS

Use a data table, chart or graph to record all data.  Write down your observations using complete sentences.  Include as much detail as possible.  Remember data is anything that is observed or measured.

RESULTS/ANALYSIS (QUESTIONS)
Briefly discuss the results based upon the data recorded.  Look for patterns or inconsistencies and try to explain why this has occurred.  If there are teacher/textbook assigned questions, answer them in this part.  Make sure that you use complete sentences reflective of the question or include both the question and answer.

CONCLUSION (Using the Conclusion Outline)
This is where you explain what your data means and how it relates to answering your question or solving your problem.  Briefly describe your results including what you learned from them and how they relate to the science content we are currently studying. Also discuss any problems that occurred.  You should show a link (or lack thereof) between your data and your hypothesis and how it relates to our science content. This part must be in paragraph form (one to two paragraphs depending on the lab/topic).  

Your conclusion should specify if you had a HYPOTHESIS, if so you need to restate your hypothesis and whether it was supported or not.  Explain with details.  If you had a PURPOSE, then you need to state if you achieved your purpose and explain in detail how this was accomplished or not accomplished.

COVER SHEET

All lab reports must have a Cover Sheet with the following information on it:

· Title (on the top or in the middle of the page

· Name (first and last name)

· Date (the due date for the lab)

· Period (your class period)

You may include pictures, borders, etc. as long as the required items are in place.  Below is an example of an appropriate cover sheet:


Three (3) Main Reasons for doing QUALITY lab reports:

1. Good lab reports let the teacher know what you have learned from the activity.

2. If someone wanted to re-do the activity/lab, he/she could take your lab report and be able to perform the same lab without any problems and get similar results.

3. Writing quality lab reports allow you to practice good habits of science and ensure that you have used the scientific method effectively.
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